Church’s Responsibility

It istheresponsibility of the church community
and individual believersto help oppressed people
from their violent oppressors.

Church discipline—"“What | meant was that you
are not to associate with anyone who claimsto
be a Christian yet indulgesin sexua sin, or is
greedy, or worshipsidols, or isabusive, or a
drunkard, or aswindler. Don’t even eat with
such people. Itisn't my responsibility to judge
outsiders, but it certainly is your job to judge
those inside the church who are sinning in these
ways. God will judge those on the outside; but
as the scriptures say, ‘' Y ou must remove the evil
person from among you.”” 1Corinthians 5:1-13

“Learnto do good. Seek justice. Helpthe
oppressed. Defend the orphan. Fight for the
rights of widows.” Isaiah 1:17

God indicted the religious leadership of
Ezekiel’s day when He told them, “Y ou have not
strengthened the weak or healed the sick or
bound up the injured. Y ou have not brought
back the strays or searched for thelost. You
have ruled them harshly and brutally.”

Ezekiel 34:4 (NIV)

Jesus criticized the religious leaders when He
said, “And you expertsin the law, woe to you
because you load people down with burdens
they can hardly carry, and you yourselves will
not lift one finger to help them.” Luke 11:46
(NIV)

More scriptures: Jeremiah 21:12; 22:3, 15-16,
Psam 72:1,4,14

Comfort for the oppressed

“Lord, you know the hopes of the helpless.
Surely you will listen to their cries and comfort
them. You will bring justice to the orphans and
the oppressed, so people can no longer terrify
them.” Psalm 10:17-18

Other scriptures. Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16; Psalm
140:1,4,11; 2 Sam. 22:47-49; Psalm 55:16,22;
Psalm 18:46-48

More Scriptures Referring to Violence

Ephesians 4.28-32
Proverbs 4:14-17

Colossians 3:8-9
Proverbs 6:16-19

Psam 11:4-5 Proverbs 3:31-33
Genesis6:11-13 Proverbs 16:29
Malachi 3:16-17 Ezekiel 45:9

Exodus 21:26-27

Wise Advice

“If awise person takes afool to court, there will
be ranting and ridicule, but no satisfaction.”
Proverbs 29:9

“Never pay back evil to anyone. Do thingsin
such away that everyone can see you are honor-
able. Do your part to live in peace with every-
one, as much as possible. Dear friends, never
avenge yourselves. Leavethat to God. Foritis
written, ‘1 will take vengeance; | will repay
those who deserveit,” saysthe Lord.”

Romans 12:17-21

Paul’ sinstruction on marriage, sexual intimacy,
separation, and remaining single—1 Cor. 7

How God feels about violence!

“The Lord examines both the righteous and
the wicked. He hates everyone who loves
violence.” Psalm 11:5

“You cover the Lord’s atar with tears, weeping
and groaning because He pays no attention to
your offerings, and He doesn’'t accept them with
pleasure. You cry out, ‘Why has the Lord aban-
doned us? I'll tell you why! Because the Lord
witnessed the vows you and your wife made to
each other on your wedding day when you were
young. But you have been disloyal to her,
though she remained your faithful companion,
the wife of your marriage vows.

Malachi 2:13-16

“‘| hate divorce’, saysthe Lord God of Isradl,
‘and | hate a man’s covering himself with
violence as well aswith hisgarment . . ."”
Malachi 2:15-16 (NIV)
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All scriptures are quoted from
the New Living Trandation unless otherwise noted.

You are valuableto God!

e “Youmade al the delicate, inner parts of
my body, and knit me together in my
mother’swomb . . .Y ou saw me before |
was born. How precious are your thoughts
about me, O God!” Psalm 139:13-17

e “Don't be afraid of those who want to kill
you. They can only kill your body; they
cannot touch your soul. Not even a spar-
row . . . can fall to the ground without your
Father knowing it. So don’t be afraid; you
are more valuable to Him than a whole
flock of sparrows.” Matthew 10:28-31

e “...Don't youknow that your body isthe
temple of the Holy Spirit, who livesin you
and was given to you by God? Y ou do not
belong to yourself, for God bought you
with a high price. So you must honor God
with your body.” 1 Co. 6: 19-20

e “Don't you realize that al of you together
are the temple of God and that the Spirit of
God livesin you? God will bring ruin
upon anyone who ruinsthistemple. For
God'stempleisholy, and you Christians are
that temple.” 1 Co. 3:16-17

Feeling Afraid

e “Listento my prayer, O God. Do not ignore
my cry for help! Please listen and answer
me, for | am overwhelmed by my troubles.
My enemies shout at me, making loud and
wicked threats. They bring trouble on me,
hunting me down in their anger. My heart
isin anguish. Theterror of death over-
powers me. Fear and trembling over-
whelm me. | can’t stop shaking.

O how | wish | had wings like a dove; then |
would fly away and rest! | would fly far
away to the quiet of the wilderness. How
quickly | would escape—far away from this
wild storm of hatred.

It is not an enemy who taunts me—I could
bear that. 1t isnot my foes who so
arrogantly insult me—I could have hidden

from them. Instead, it isyou—my equal, my
companion and close friend.”
Psalm 55:1-14

Profile of an Abuser

o “Asfor thisfriend of mine, he betrayed me;
he broke his promises. Hiswords are as
smooth as cream, but in his heart iswar. His
words are as soothing as lotion, but under-
neath are daggers! Psalm 55:20-21

o “All your dealings are crooked; you hand out
violence instead of justice.” Psalm 58:2

e “For they accuse me of things I’ ve never
done and breathe out violence against me.”
Psalm 27:12

o “They will be boastful and proud, scoffing at
God . . . and ungrateful. They will consider
nothing sacred. They will be unloving and
unforgiving; they will slander others and
have no self-control; they will be cruel and
have no interest in what isgood. They will
betray their friends, be reckless, be puffed up
with pride, and love pleasure rather than
God. They will act asif they arereligious,
but they will reject the power that could
make them godly. You must stay away from
peoplelikethat.” 2 Timothy 3:1-5

e “OLord, rescue me from evil people. Pre-
serve me from those who are violent, those
who plot evil in their hearts and stir up trou-
bleall day long.” Psalm 140:1-2

o “Theway of afool isright in hisown eyes.”
Proverbs 12:15 (NASB)

e “Do not associate with a man given to anger;
or go with a hot-tempered man lest you learn
his ways and become like him.” Proverbs
22:24 (NASB)

Verbal Abuse

e “Their mouths are full of cursing, lies, and
threats. Trouble and evil are on the tips of
their tongues.” Psalm 10:7

e “Their tongues sting like a snake; the poison
of aviper dripsfromtheir lips.” Psalm 140:3

e “They come at night, snarling like vicious
dogs as they prowl the streets. Listen to the
filth that comes from their mouths, the pierc-
ing swords that fly from their lips. ‘Who can
hurt us? they sneer.” Psalm 59:6-7

e “They spit poison like deadly snakes; they are
like cobras that refuse to listen.” Psalm 58:4

e “But evil words come from an evil heart and
defile the person who saysthem. For from the
heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, all
other sexual immorality, theft, lying, and slan-
der. These are what defile you.” Matthew
15:18-20 Seealso Matthew 12:33-37 and
James 3:2-10

Man’s Role as Husband/Father

e “And you husbands must love your wives and
never treat them harshly.” Colossians 3:19

e “Andnow aword to you fathers. Don’t make
your children angry by the way you treat
them. Rather, bring them up with the disci-
pline and instruction approved by the Lord.”
Ephesians 6:4

e “Inthe same way, you hushands must give
honor to your wives. Treat her with under-
standing as you live together. She may be
weaker than you are, but sheis your equal
partner in God' s gift of new life. If you don't
treat her as you should, your prayers will not
be heard.” 1 Peter 3.7

e  Admonition to leadersin the church—"He
must be faithful to hiswife. .. He must not be
arrogant or quick-tempered; he must not be a
heavy drinker, violent, or greedy for money.”
Titus 1.7 (Seeaso 1 Timothy 3:3)

Nowherein scripture does God instruct a hus-
band to dispense punishment to hiswife for any
reason! God isthe head of the home. Although
husbands and wives are spiritually equal in God's
sight, the husband isto be a servant leader and the
wife isto respect her husband and graciously sub-
mit to hisleadership. Thisdoes not mean submit
to abuse or evil! For more information on the
wife'srolein marriage, read Ephesians 5:21-33;
Colossians 3:18; 1 Peter 3:1-6; Proverbs 31.



